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MISSTONS.



MORE THAN JUST A WEEK

As a missionary kid in the West Indies and Bahamas, I grew up seeing the good and the dark side of short-term teams coming to the islands. For over 20 years now I have been taking short-term teams to the Caribbean and seeing them from a different perspective. 

WE ARE ON A LIFELONG MISIONARY JOURNEY, NOT A MISSIONS TRIP
- Romans 1:4-6

1- Your missionary journey began at the moment of salvation Eph. 2:8-10

2- Continues through the familiar in life, the routine of work/school/family Matt. 28:18-20 “…as you go…”

3- Sometimes takes us cross-cultural, but still a part of same journey, as it was in the early missionary journeys of Paul, Peter

4- Life is ordained by God, leading us to divine encounters Col. 3:1-4

MISSION TRIP: AGENDA IS OURS, THE FOCUS IS ON US, OUR ROLES ARE DETERMINED BY OUR COMFORT LEVEL, THE TRIP IS TEMPORARY IN WHAT WE DO AND WHERE WE ARE

MISSIONARY JOURNEY: AGENDA IS GOD’S, THE FOCUS IS ON OTHERS, OUR ROLES ARE DETERMINED BY HIS GIFTING ON US, AND THE JOURNEY IS CONTINUOUS

“I NO LONGER WANT TO INCLUDE GOD IN MY PLANS. I WANT GOD TO INCLUDE ME IN HIS PLAN, WHATEVER THAT MEANS, WHATEVER THE COST.” 
GO ’98 Commitment Card

A mission trip historically has been something extraordinary, done usually once a year, and usually more a hiccup in the scheme of things. The concept we are now using is that of a “missionary journey”, much like the maps in the back of most Bibles. The truth is that we all begin our missionary journey at the moment we place our faith and trust in Jesus Christ. Romans 1:5 clearly states that we received grace AND apostleship through Jesus Christ our Lord…grace to save us, apostleship that sends us to serve Him by serving others. 

This missionary journey sometimes takes us through the familiar in life, the routine of every day at school, work, or our own community. Other times, however, God stretches our faith and vision by taking us into the unknown, unfamiliar, the cross-cultural. It is 

still all part of the same journey, not something we do once a year, not something out of the ordinary in our lives, not a detour, but an intentional path of the bigger journey. Our lives really do begin to look like the convoluted paths of Jesus and Paul traced on those maps in the back of our Bible. 

Were they wandering with more coincidence than purpose? Not in the least…each step is ordained of God so we might encounter the woman at the well, the crazy naked man in the cemetery, the man blind from birth, even the darkness of a midnight dungeon.

This thinking has revolutionized the way we do short-term missions. 

1- We now see the people we serve on the journey in a different light. We realize they are part of God’s plan for our lives as we are for theirs. We see them as part of our family, the church, and take time to build relationships, not just buildings. We realize they are an important part of God’s plan to bring us into spiritual maturity, divinely appointed to help us become all that we were created to be. JOHN THE BAPTIST SENT TO PREPARE A PEOPLE FOR THE LORD  LK. 1:17

2- We now see the journey as continual, not something done for a week, but one thread in the tapestry of God’s will for us. Those things in the past that used to confuse us now make more sense in light of where we presently find ourselves. The future is not as fuzzy or frightening as we recognize the fact that we are on a journey ordained and traced by God Himself. “ALL THE WORLD”

3- The spiritual gifts that we know God built into us now make sense as we see Him work through us, totally different people and personalities, molded by His hand to serve as a unit. All those questions about why did God make me the way He did are answered as we see both our individual strengths and weaknesses used for His glory. EPH. 4:11-13

4- We have learned to value the impact the journey has made on our lives, not just those with whom we serve on the journey. Too many times “mission trips” are about what we can do for the field we go to serve. What we have come to value most is how God changes us through the journey. EPH. 4:14-15

The church in America has to begin to see missions this way if we are to fulfill the Great Commission. Missionary journeys then become a part of who we are every day of our lives, the vision of the church is expanded and world Christians are truly established. 

Take a look at the maps on the next two pages. Look at how the journey of both Jesus and Paul was circuitous, backtracking often it seems, but always part of the same journey.

WHAT DOES YOUR JOURNEY LOOK LIKE UP TO NOW?
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*IsleGO Missions, Inc.   *550 Cidermill Place  *Lake Mary, FL 32746

407.687.8543     www.IsleGO.com

