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IsleGO Missions – Pre-Journey Bible Studies – Road Trip!


The Starting Point

Every journey has a starting point and a destination. To get to where you are going, you start from one spot and travel to another. Our Father shows us clearly that His children, all of us, started a journey that began when we accepted His sacrifice as payment for our sins: 

“Through Him and for His name’s sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.” Romans 1:4-6 NIV

In other words, at the moment of our salvation we received both ___________ and __________________. The unmerited favor of God that brings us salvation is called ____________. Being sent by the Father to accomplish a specific task usually outside our comfort zone is known as _________________________. 

Grace we all want and gladly receive for it takes the penalty of our sin and buries it in the depths of the deepest sea. Apostleship, on the other hand, is seen as being more demanding and even precarious. The truth is, according to Romans 1, you can’t have one without the other!

So, our journey starts when we accept His payment (Jesus) for our salvation. When did that happen in your life? _________________________________________ Thank God this very moment for His grace and the journey He designed for you.

The journey has a destination: the Throne of God described in Revelation 7:9-12. Read that now so you know where you are headed.

Everything between the moment Christ enters our lives and the glorious day we surround His throne with every tribe, language, and nation is the awesome journey He has designed specifically for each one of His children.

If the journey begins with grace, then it should be a journey defined by ______________.

How is His grace exhibited in your life?

Have you ever thought of yourself as an apostle? 

How would you live as an apostle in your community today, right now?

Who were the apostles in the Bible? 

What did they do and why?

Pray and ask God to make you an instrument of His grace as you travel on this journey.
The Roadmap

Ever received bad directions from a friend? How frustrating was it to try to find the place you were seeking when you had directions to some place totally different? This journey of faith comes with a specific roadmap that leads us from our starting point to our destination. There are some detours to be avoided and some rest areas for the weary. The map shows them all and they are clearly marked by God, our Father.

Just as Romans 1 shows we have been sent on this journey, the rest of the Bible is full of directions on where to go, what route to follow, and what areas to avoid. The best part of the story is that we have a personal guide for each step of the way. While the route was laid out by Father God our guide for the journey is the Holy Spirit. He has been sent to make sure our travel is secure and our arrival certain.

“…but you know Him (the Comforter) because He abides with you and lives in you…”John 1417

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path…”  Psalms 119:105

“There is a way which seems right to a man but the end is the way of doom…” Proverbs 14:12

How easy it is for us to try to make it on our own in this journey of faith and yet how foolish to try to find the way when we have no idea where we are going! What has God told you about the path you should follow that you have postponed or ignored?___________________________________

In the past, when you ignored God’s lead, what was the result? ____________________________

Why would God allow that to happen to you? __________________________________________

If God’s word lights the path on which the Spirit of God leads us, then how can we go wrong? Do remember that God calls us to a dangerous faith – it is not always blue skies and beaches! That danger is always under the control of the Spirit and our lives always safe when we follow Him.

Remember the journey starts at the moment of our _____________________ and only ends at the _______________________________ described in Revelation 9. His way for us is a journey full of divine encounters; our way, while it seems right at the time, can only lead to disappointment and pain. As apostles we are all sent out of our comfort zone into a lost world. How do you connect to the lost world around you? You do, don’t you? ______________________________________

Who calls the shots in your life at the present time? __________________________________

Would you describe your journey of faith at this time as full of God-moments, kind of blah/neither hot nor cold, or one of disappointment and confusion? ________________________________

The roadmap of the path of God for your life is still there and still lit by His word, the Bible. The Father stands with arms wide open to help you get back on track. Are you ready? Talk to Him now and get it all straightened out.

Detours

Every journey is full of detours, some by design and some by our own stupidity. Ever taken what you thought was a shortcut on a trip only to find yourself either lost or going way out of the way? That shortcut looked good at the time but turned out to be disappointing, confusing, and seemingly without end. 

God may send you down what seem to be detours on your journey. Those times are to show us or grow us in His image. Don’t fear these side trips rather embrace them, asking God to show you the purpose for this part of the journey.

On the other hand, the majority of detours on our faith journey are self-inflicted and create no good in our travel to His throne. Remember Jonah? God sent him on a divine path to Nineveh that would lead to many people coming to salvation through Jehovah God. Jonah took a detour because he was prejudiced against the people of Nineveh. The detour was full of storms, accusations from others, disappointment, and a divine encounter with a huge fish! Only later, still stinking from the belly of the fish, did Jonah follow the path God had set for him. While God used the journey to teach Jonah some important principles, what would have happened in Nineveh had he obeyed God, going immediately there? 

Ever taken a detour on your journey that seemed like a good idea but left you a stinking mess? What did you learn from that detour? Did you ever make the same detour again? 
Has God ever sent you on a detour on your faith journey? What did you learn there? How did the results from His detour differ from the results of your self-inflicted one? 

“Teach me Your way, O Lord, and lead me in a level path because of my enemies.”  Psalm 27:11

“Teach me to do Your will for You are my God; let Your good Spirit lead me on level ground.” Psalm 143:10

“My sheep hear my voice and I know them and they follow me.” John 10:27

Talk to the Father now about your journey, confessing any detour you have created, asking Him to set your path straight.
How is your journey connecting to the world outside your home? What changes in your journey do you think might need to be made at this time?

The Destination

There is nothing about a journey as fulfilling as reaching the destination! All the long hours on the road or in the air, all the fast food, all the boredom of mile after mile of the same scenery – all this seems trivial, even worth it, to finally make it to your final stop. There may have been many stops along the way, even some detours from the best possible path, but none of that matters now for we have arrived!

Our faith journey began at the moment of salvation when we received God’s grace and apostleship (Romans 1:4-6). Over your lifetime your journey may have passed through the green pastures and still waters described in Psalm 23. Our prayer is that your journey does not have many detours or stops along the way but that each moment of each day leads you further down the path God has ordained for you. Psalm 23 does, however, say that we sometimes may walk through the valley of the shadow of death. Just remember that the same God that leads you by still waters and green pastures also holds your hand in the valley of death’s shadow.

Our destination is described in Revelation 19. Read verses 1-6 right now and picture yourself in the middle of that scene in Heaven! Imagine you stand before the Throne of God singing praises to the Lamb of Glory together with millions of voices from every tongue, tribe, and nation! Just imagine the sound of all those voices with so many dialects and accents, all singing one song of praise to the one true and living God.

What do you think your reaction will be when you see God there in all His glory?

Do you have any doubts about whether you will even make it that far?

Remember the truth of Romans 8:31-39. NOTHING can separate us from the love of God that leads us to His throne. Remember that the Holy Spirit, God Himself, lives in you as a child of God making sure you arrive at the scene of Revelation 19.

Who in your life might not be at this scene around the Throne? What can you do about it?

What is your lifesong now (your faith journey) that will be your praise to Him on arrival at the Throne?

How much of the struggles, failures, detours, pain, and disappointment do you think you will remember while surrounding the Throne?

How much of the victories of this life do you think you will remember? Who gets the praise and glory for all that?

Lord Jesus, I praise you now, this side of Heaven’s throne, for my salvation through Jesus, for the constant presence of the Holy Spirit while on my faith journey, and for a great God of great mercy!

